Verification of Diagnosis,
In order to verify the diagnosis, it has been proposed to distinguish the source of the pus by using small tampons of gauze for damming the ostia of the various sinuses in turn ; but, owing to the difficulty in seeing the parts, this' is not reliable. The only certain way of proving that the frontal sinus is suppurating (besides opening the sinus) is to pass a suitably curved cannula into it from the infundibulum and to blow or wash out the contents. We can then be quite sure of the source of the pus. In" health the fronto-nasal canal is often merely a narrow chink winding between ethmoid cells, and the introduction of even a fine curved probe is difficult and often impossible; but in sinusitis the experience of the author is that it is usually possible to pass a cannula. If by chance the posterior nasal wall is within view, the manipulation is so much easier, and the diagnosis can be confirmed by observation.
When pus persists in the posterior part of the nose after the definite exclusion of the sphenoidal sinus, it is to be presumed that it comes from the posterior ethmoidal cells. This would be verified during surgical treatment.
(To be continued.)
